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NIPPON; A Story of Japan 



CHAPTER I 

It waa my first morning in Japan* 
I got ap and went to fbe paper soreena 
and threw them open and in streamed 
tbe sonlight— the beautiful sunlight of 
the Land of the Rising Sun! I had 
arrived at lastl My dream was real- 
isedf and I was there. 

I had arrived the preyious nig^t — in 
the rain, to my disappointment — and 
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had reeolTed not to go to the modem 
European hotel, but to go and stop 
with a friend who had reoently ar- 
rived m Japan, and had taken a Japa- 
nese house with five Japanese servants 
and one Knglish valet. 

As I gased out into a most oharm- 
ing little gaiden, with a miniature pond 
and moiM eztraordinaiy dwarfed trees, I 
heard some one outside my door, and 
turned around to hear a man-servant ( Jo- 
kidu I afterward learned was his name) 
oall me to my bath. He spoke broken 
English, whioh he thought extremely 
beautiful, and it was only after some 
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lame that I underetood what he was say- 
ing to me« My bath was a most ex- 
traordinaiy fandaon. I had never taken 
saoh a bath in all my life before. The 
water was about ninety degrees of heat» 
and I can tell yoa that it was extremely 
uncomfortable. After I bad finished my 
bath, an the servants, one by one, took 
that same boiling tab. When I got 
back to my room I found my friend 
waiting to see me. He was dressed 
and told me that as soon as I was 
dressed we would go out together; as 
that day was the festival of armors 
and flags for boys, being the 6th of 
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May. I dressed in all haste, and it 
was not long before I was ready to 
go out. Outedde oar house were two 
kgrumasy or jinrickiahas, as they are 
more commonly called. I saw that our 
(or my friend's) house was a little out- 
side of the city of Tokyo, around which 
there were very few houses. The place 
itself was extremely pretty. 

We got in our kurumas, and sooih 
our little house was lost to view, and 
w^ emerged into the city— a city of 
doU houses. The first thing I noticed 
was the enormous fishes set up on a 
long bamboo pole in front of almost 
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every house. I found out from mj 
guide-book, always my friend, that the 
fish is a symbol of success for boys. 
The fish, which is a carp, is called 
^^Shusseuwo," which means fish of 
success in life. In the shops I saw 
displayed UtUe figures of warriors in 
full armor, which were very quaint. I 
bought a set (tf them to send to a 
HtUe fellow who lives across the pond, 
in America. 

We drove through flie streets for 
about an hoiir and a half. Our jin- 
rickisha men seemed never to get 
tired. Then we went to the place 
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oaUed Mukojima. It is one of ihe 
most beautiful places in Tokyo. It is 
an avenue of cherry-trees, at tiiis time 
of the year in fuU blossom. The 
avenue is upon the eastern bank of 
the river Sumida, and is simply ma^^ 
nifioent, being a continuous archway of 
flowers for nearly two miles. 

But turn to the southwest and see! 

There stands the snow-dad Fuji-san, 
hfting its majestic head hig^ into the 
azure vault of heaven, as if sanctified 
for the abode of angels. Fuji-yama, 
the '^matchless mount" indeed! Then 
look toward the northeast. There yon- 
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der you see the majeBtic Tsukuba, 
dad in a mantle of purple mist. 
Above you is a canopy of cherry-blos- 
soms; below you see the river reflect- 
ing the expanse ci heaven. AU along 
the bank there are scattered kake-jaya, 
small temporary tea houses. I went 
into one, and took some of the green 
tea of Japan. Ughl what a drink it 
is! F€ur from good. I also eat a 
^^sakura-mochi," which are little cakes 
of rice and pease, wrapped with cherry- 
leaves preserved in salt. They are 
about as delicious as the tea. After 
having swallowed these atrocities, we 
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tried to torn our mindB from them by 
hiiisig a Uttle pleasm^ boat and glid* 
ing up the river. After haying passed 
some time in the boat, we again got 
in our rickshas and went to take 
hmch at the Imperial Botel, where 
the cuisine is excellent, and European, 
of courae. 
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CHAPTER II 

Ik ihe midst of a nest of old trees 
in Takanawa» a subnrb of Yedo, is 
hidden Sengakiji, or the Spring QiU 
Temple, renowned throoghout tiie length 
and breadth of the land for its ceme- 
tery, which contains the graves of the 
forty-seven Bonins, famous in Japanese 
history, and heroes in Japanese drama. 

On the left-hand side of the main 
court of the temple is a chapel, in 
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which, Bunnounted hj a gilt image of 
Ewannon, the goddess of mercy, axe 
enshrined the images of forty-seven 
men, and of the master whom they 
loved so well. The statues are carved 
in wood, the faces painted, and their 
t^lotiies richly lacquered. Some are old 
men, with gray and white hair, others 
are mere boys of sixteen. 

CAose by the chapel, at the dde of 
a path 'leading up a IzSl, is a little 
wen >of pure water, fenced in and 
adorned with a tiny fernery, over which 
you see an inscription which says: 
''This is the weU in which Hhe liead 
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was washed, you must not wash 3rour 
hands or feet here.'* 

A Utile further on is a stall at which 
a man earns his daily bread by selling 
medals, pictures, and little books, com- 
memorating the loyalty of the forty* 
seven Bonins. Then higher up yet, 
shaded by a grove of majestic trees, 
are forty-eight little tombstones^ each 
decked with evergreens. But there 
were forty-seven Bonins, and there ore 
forty-eight tombstones? 

Yes; and the story of the forty- 
eighth is truly characteristic of Japa- 
nese ideas of honor. 
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Almost touching tli» nol of the 
graveyard is a moie impoBing buau- 
Bient, under wbioh Ues buried the 
Lord, whoee death hk followers so 
piously avenged* 

But novr tbe stoiy! 

At the heginning of the eighteenth 
century there lived a Dainiio called 
Asano Takuminokami Naganori, who 
was lord of the castle of Ako» in the 
province of Harima. Now it happened 
that an envoy of the Mikado had been 
sent to the court of Tokugawa, the 
Shogun, at Yedo (now called Tokyo). 
On the arrival of flie envoy, Asano 
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and another lord named Kamei Noto- 
nokami were appointed to be hk en- 
tertainers; and a high ofltoer oalled 
Kira Eotoukenosuke Yoahihide was or- 
dered to inetmct them in the oonect 
oeremonias to be observed on the ooca- 
sion. Eiia was well informed in the 
oeremonies of the oooit, and was there* 
fore in great favor, and rose far above 
the other knrds in power. 

Now this Eira was a wicked and 
miserly man at heart, and treated both 
k)rd8 with great disrespect. Kamei at 
last resolved to kill this impolite lord; 
Mtd, going home in great anger, told 
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bis ooimselor his idea. At this the 
oounselor was sorely troubled; and, 
having thought a long time, he re- 
sdiTed to send Eira a gift of money, 
without telling Eamei anything about 
it. He put this plan into execution, 
and sent Kira the money that even- 
ing. Eira was delighted, and when 
the next morning came his manner 
was greatly changed, and was even so 
polite that Eamei thought no more of 

his plan of Ir^liTig biyn. 

But to Asano, who had bgd% no 
money, he was even more impoUte, 
and received him with jeers. At last 
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bis maimer became so impertinent that 
Asano as a ^'Samurai'* could no longer 
stand it, and drawing his dirk be cried 
to Kira to defend himself; then, aim- 
ing at Sjra, he cut at him, but only 
gave him a slight wound on his fore- 
head. By this time the retainers and 
servants of Kira Kotsukenosuke, hear- 
ing the noise of swords and their lord^s 
cries, came running to him, and quickly 
caught and disarmed Asano. Then all 
confusLOQ followed, and the news that 
my lord Asano had attacked his lord- 
ship Ejra Kotsukenosuke ran Uke wfld- 
fire. Asano was taken into custody, 
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and, after a kmg trial, it was decided 
that he ahoold ootninit eeppku (or 
ham-kin) for haying tried to kill my 
knxl Eira in the precinctB of the castle. 
After Asano was dead his f ollowen 
became Bonins; that is, '^Wandering 
Samurai without a master*'; and fdrty- 
seren of them, headed bj a man called 
Oishi Enranosuke, made a tow liiat 
tiiey would kill Eira to avenge the 
death of their beloved master. They 
set a day, acoordine^y, on which they 
were to meet and march to the ]rashiki 
(castle) of Lord S[ira, and there to dis- 
patch him without more ado. 
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Then they dispersed, some becoming^ 
workmen, others schoohnasters, and still 
others learning trades. As for Oishi 
Euranosnke, he was leading tibe life 
of a drunkard, so as to put Eira 
off his guard. Once at night, when 
he was coming home drunk, he fell 
asleep in the street, and a Satsuma 
man, coming up, saw him, and spit? 
ting on his face and insulting him, 
said: 

^'Vile wretch, more beast than Sa- 
murai, go! Avenge your lord' rather 
than fie here in the gutter." With 
these words he went away. 
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At last Eira waa entirely put off hia 
guard, and waa rejoidng at the faith- 
leeanesB (as he thought) of Asano's fol- 
lowers, when the eventful day waa 
drawing near. The day waa m De- 
oember, and the hoar which they had 
fixed upon m which to attack the cas- 
tle was midnight. 

It waa the day before the attack, 
and all the forty-seven had come to- 
gether to have a farewell feast. At 
last midnight came, and Oishi Enra- 
noBuke and his men set out for the 
castle. The weather was freesing and 
the snow was lying thick upon the 
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gioundy bat stOl they marched ooura- 
geoady on. 

They have arriYedl And now Oiahi 
fltandfl before the ysBhild of my lord 
Kira. His foIlowerB» dividing them- 
Behres into three parties, attack the 
gates. The guards are terrified, and 
ran away crying for mercy. The gates 
give in, and all the f ortyHBeren pour 
into the yashikL Eira's men defend 
themselves bravely, bat the Renins are 
too much for them, and at last Vbiof 
aie conquered. Now Oishi and his men 
go in search of Kira, who has hid him- 
self. They search and search, and are 
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on the point of deBi>air, when a cry, 
jeB, a call — one of the Bonins has 
found Eira EotsukenoBuke in a little 
outhousel They find him almost dead 
with fear, and shiyering with cold. 
Then Oishi Euranosuke goes down on 
his knees and addresses Eira as fol- 
lows: 

^^My lord, we are the retainers of 
Asano Takuminokami. Last year your 
lordship and our master quarreled in 
the palace, and our master was sen- 
tenced to hara-kiri, and his family 
was ruined. We have come to-night 
to avenge him, as is the duty of faith- 
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fal and loyal men. I^ pray your lord- 
ship to acknowledge the justice of our 
purpose. And now, my lord, we be- 
seech you to perform hara-kiri. I my- 
self shall have the honor to act as 
your second, and when, with alT hu- 
mility, I shall have received your lord- 
ship's head, it is my intention to lay 
it as an offering upon the grave of 
Afiano Takuminokami." 

But Eira does not answer a word, 
but crouches down trembling and 
wailing. At last Euranosuke, seeing 
that it is of no use to urge him, takes 
his own dirk and cuts off Eira's head. 



23 



Digitized by 



Google 



Then placing it in a bucket, they pro- 
ceed to Asano's tomb, where they leaye 
it with flolemn ceremony, and then re^ 
port what they have done to the city 
authoritiee. 

They were <»dered, ae they expected, 
to commit hara-kiri, which they per- 
formed at the appointed places. Then 
they were buried honorably by the 
priests of the temple. 

Some time aftw all this, a Satsuma 
man came, and, after making prostra- 
tions before Asano^s and Kuranosuke's 
tomb, he committed seppku. The priests 
found him there, and having pity on 
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him, buried him beside the forty-seven 
Boning. Thus the forty-eighth* 

My friend and I were aUowed to 
inspect the relics, which are in a large 
room back of the temple. This room 
opens on one of those wonderfol Japa- 
nese miniature gardens with dwarfed 
trees and small rockery in the most 
fantastic shapes. 

The relics are very interesting: old 
armor made by the Renins themselTes; 
ragged trousers and sashes, which were 
once rich silks and brocades; old gold 
crests and swords; documents written 
perhaps I7 Kira himself; old chains; 
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speaiB with dark rust marks and dark 
Bomething else marks; also dirks and 
broadnstwords — innumerable old things 
that would take a book itself to write 
them all down in. 

At last, tired and weary, we w^it 
in our jinrickishas again, flew past 
eTerjrthing, till, at last, we stopped in 
front of our own little door. 
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CHAPTER III 

*'OooD news!'' said my friend, m 
he oame into my room. I eat up in 
my bed and rubbed my eyee. I wae 
still aleepy, and did not like eepedatty 
to have some one rush into my room 
and wake me out of a refreshing, 
dreamless sleep. 

''Well," said I, ''what news ha^^ 
you gotr Fm glad it's good." 

"Tes, Fto just got a letter from 
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America, saying that my old friend, 
Jack Geryaise, is coming orer here to 
the land of Jappy. He will probably 
be here to-morrow or the day after, aa 
he wrote this letter only a few days 
before his departore from San Fran- 
ciaoo. Won't it be jolly. He's coming 
here to stop with us — ^wifh me. Don't 
you know himf" 

''No," said I, *'I have not the pleas- 
ure. And the other note, what does 
it say?" For I saw that he had two 
notes in his hand. 

"Oh! The other is an inyitation to 
lunch to-day with a certain Mr. ^ 
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a Japanese gentleman; rather short no- 
tice, bat we'U accept, of oooise, won't 
wef" 

'*0f couise," said I, eager to go to 
a Japanese dinner— a real one. '^It's 
going to be *& la Japonaise,' I sup- 
pose?" 

*'I suppose so; but the card isn't 
very ^Japonaise/ is itP Going to take 
a hot bath again this morning?" 

'^No, thank you. I had rather take 
it in my own room." 

We were on our way to dinner. The 
evening was beautiful; the moon was 
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shilling, and liie city of Tokyo looked 
like some hary eoene, rod laatenus bob- 
bing up and down like mbieB in the 
dark; childien^e merry ToioeBr ringing 
out with merry laughter fluoos^ the 
dear etiS n^t Ihrerything eeemed to 
Bay ^Teaoe." It was indeed a diarm- 
ing soene. 

At lart we arriTed at our deetinar 
tion. Our jintickiBhae stopped in front 
ct a little avenue leading up to the 
house, which was not our host's own, 
but a swell restaurant in which they 
manage jnivate dinners. 

A litHe ''musmfe*' was at the door. 
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and bade us enter. After having taken 
OOP shoes off, we must hare looked 
kprekj m dressHiuits and stockinged feet. 
Our host was a rather elderly gentle- 
man, dressed in the regular costume 
ot the Japanese gentry. We did not 
go into dinner immediately, as evident- 
ly there was somebody else to come. 
Our expectations were verified. In a 
tew moments an English lady and her 
daughter came in. Then after them 
came two Japanese ladies and one Jap- 
anese gentleman, the latter dressed in 
European costume, the former two in 
the court costume: large full red trous* 
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era, tarailizig behind, ithite kimonos, and 
hair arranged heart-shaped on top and 
flowing loose behind, with a profusion 
of flowera in frcmt made ci sQver 
paper, and varions little ornaments be- 
hind* The hair was tied in the mid- 
dle wilii gold paper. Both were most 
pictmresque. They spoke BSngKiih but 
Uttle, only knowing a few words; bat 
our host sj^ke it perfectly, as he had 
been in America a number of yean* 
After a few minutes we all went into 
the dining-room; the screens opened, 
and there was our taUe — fiat yeivet 
cushions for each ci us. The En- 
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gtish lady paled distancily; so did her 
daughter. We all seated ouraelyeB 
as best we ooold, while tha Japa- 
nese ladies sank down gracefully, with 
their fooes wreathed in smiles at oar 
attempts. 

Then the little mnsmte entered, and 
bowing before each, presented us with 
small handleless cups of most beautiful 
china. There were little packages be- 
side eyerybody, which contained chop- 
sticks. I win not attempt to describe 
the dinner. 

This is what we had to eat: Pheas- 
ants with feathers stuck all over them. 
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aeaweed aoupi saU, and plonfy othar 

imnft.Tntt.hlA iihmg^ But UI the Twwi<il^ 

of the dinner theie oame a panae. 
One of the adee of the room was 
pushed open, and in a beautifal litiie 
indosure stood fiye '^Qeiahae.** Three 
with Hamiflflng and two dancing, or 
rather posturing, forming a series of 
tableaux. The costumes ci the Geishas 
were gorgeous in flie extreme: one was 
dressed in pink, and tiie o&er in 
a delicate cream color, while tiie ones 
who played the Bamisens were dressed 
in bright red embroidered wifli gold. 
Theb hair was profusely bedecked 
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with gdd. UMb rtiofcii, aad 
dflrful inutatKin flowefs. Th^ tang in 
s nasal falsetto Toioe, ivUdi Bnro- 
peaoa oannot appreciate. Their Toioe le 
to Tety unnatural that it miiit be very 
painfol for them, jet th^ did not 
aeem to mind it in the leaet^ and fin- 
iflhed as freafa as when ihiqr began. 
They hold fans in botti hands, and 
WETO them about in a most graceful 
manner. Then the panda dosed Qp» 
and we resomed oar dinner. 

The young English lady, Misb Mabd 
SIliot» looked perfeofly deUghted. and 
she seemed ratibar sorry when tte Itt- 
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tie perf onnanoe of the Oeishas was 
over. 

Her mother, Mrs. EDiot, who was 
rather stout, was bordering on insan- 
ity, as she had been sitting down & la 
Japonaise for at least an hour and 
a half, and it was only after great 
diflSculiy that she suooeeded in getting 
up when the dinner was finished. 

Our host aooompanied us to the door, 
giving us a most inappropriate hand- 
shake. We saw the little Gtoishas in 
much more sober clothes out in &e 
garden. When we walked down to 
our jinrickishas, they looked at us and 
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the two English ladies verj curiously, 
and made some Japanesey remarloi 
about us, as we went away in our 
kurumas. 

The next day I again met Mis. and 
ICss Elliot, as my friend and I were 
visiting the Shiba Daijingu, Temple of 
Amaterasu-Omikami and Tokoyohime- 
no-mikoto. I had a chance to talk 
to Miss, while I let my friend derote 
himself to the honorable Mrs. She 
informed me that they were going for 
a jinrickisha party on the next day, as 
they had all got their private jinricki- 
shas, and were sure to have good 
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to poll ttcM. 8h* 
to ooM. I told mj friend, smI w 
de cid e d ttait irs would goi 

"Meet to-moRoir at 11:80. Jkmt 
ieigcft At the Fogi Jiariia."* 
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CHAPTER IV 

Tan of Junel And to-day is oor 
jinriokish* trip. The flxst thing in th» 
monnng that I ask my friend k if 
our jinrickidias are crdered. 

"Eohanar he cries to the HtOs 
maid, and daps his hands. In she 



'*Axe our jinrickishas heref** 
^'Hail" she says, and hobs oat again. 
^'Very wsD. Then come on." 
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Onoe in our jinrickiahasy then ends 
our oonyersatiaiif as the law compels 
kummas to go behind each other, and 
not two abreast It is nothing like 
11:30 yet, so I resolTe to spend my 
time in shopping. Shopping is not 
flie word for buying things in Japan. 
It is too commonplace for all those 
dainty things set out before you; 
one would like to buy everytiiing at 
onoe. 

"Here, stopf" I cry in my best 
Japanese to my ricksha man, as I see 
a show before me that I cannot resist. 
He stops and I go in. My friend fdl- 
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lows me. Here I see a beautiful ki- 
mono, evidently old and very valuable. 
I have not got one yet, so I must 
get it. "Ikura?" C*How much?*0» I 
ask the man, pointing to it. 

''Hyaku-yen-de-gozarimas*' (''It is a 
hundred yen"), says he, smiling and 
bowing at me. 

''Is it dear or not?'' I ask my friend. 
*'I know nothing in the prioes of ki* 
monos." 

"Neither do I," is the unsatisfactory 
answer. 

"Wen, rU take it; and here is 
the money," I say to the man, who 
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delighted. He wraps it up 
Cor me. and I send it out to 1117 
jmricUflha. 

I have only got three yen left now. 
I just hrougfat with me one hundred 
and three yen. I want to spend it. I 
look around some time; and at hist 
aee an oU— just what I want to go 
with the Umono. 

"Ikurar' 

Three and a half yen, and I'^e only 
got three left. I borrow a half from 
my friend and buy it, and send it oif 
also to my jmrickisha. 

Uy friend has bought more tiian I 
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haye. He has a sword, Japanese pipe, 
one Buddha, and one Tery modem 
kimono, and a heautiful sword hQt. 

We stajed some time in this little 
shop, and the merchant displayed some 
of his most precious things, stowed 
away and wrapped up in farown and 
yellow cloth. One of his most heauti- 
ful things was an ancient kimono of 
yeDow and gold. 

This ''veny dl,'* he told w, as he 
showed it to tm. We gazed at it ad- 
miring^, and then afaruptiy took our 
leaye, as the temptation to "buy" was 
heeoming very alarming. Then we 
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rolled through the streets on our way 
to our meetixig-plaoei the temple of 
Fuji Jinja. The first day of June 
is the festival of the goddess of Fuji- 
yama, and therefore we ohose her tem- 
ple as our rendesvous. Men seU straw 
serpents to the multitude on that day, 
as is the old custom. TU» temple once 
belonged to the Daimyo of Kaga. 

When we arriyed we went immedi- 
ately to the very spot appointed for 
our meetmg; but, to our surprise, neither 
Mrs. nor Miss Elliot were to be seen, 
and it was already after the time ap- 
pointed. We waited for about a half 
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an bouTy when we concluded that 
mademoiselle had calmly changed her 
mind, and had not the faintest notion 
of coming; but we were mistaken, for 
just when we were preparing to go 
hack home in came both Miss and 
Mrs., and others besides, in a most^ 
preposterous huny. When she got near 
us she explained that the jinrickisha 
man she had engaged fell ill, and she 
had the hardest time in getting an- 
other who would go for such a long 
way; but after great difficulty she had 
succeeded in getting this man, who 
seemed perfectly good. 
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We got out of our ricfadias and 
walked aioond the temple gioundsi and 
also went in the temple. It was very 
crowded; but ae the day was rather 
oool it was not onoomfortable. AH the 
young giris had donned their hofiday 
attire, and Teiy pretty they kwked, 
with their bright obis (sashes) and 
Tarioolored kimonos. The elder women 
won rather more sober cok»B» such as 
gray and dark purple, and the men 
were dressed entirely in dark blues, 
Uacb and grays; though I oooaskm- 
ally saw one or two in green or 
mauve. Altogether it was a most in- 



46 



Digitized by 



Google 



terestisg scene. After stayiog some 
time we thought it aboat time to set 
oat, 80 we an oame back to our jin- 
lickishae, and off we went. 

The streetB were ahnoet deeerted, as 
every one had gone to the temjde that 
day. The drive to get into the country 
is not long, and we were soon out of 
the dty. The scenery was beautiful, 
and Miss Elfiot had her sketch-book 
with her. Every now and then, whan 
we wanted to jot down some pretty 
little house with a thatched roof or a 
rice field with peasants about, we would 
stop and sketch the object of our fanpy. 
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We did not traTol rery quickly, as we 
saw many pretty Httle faitB. 

When we got farther out in the 
country the peasantB would stare at 
U8. Th^ do not often see foreigners 
where we went, as we did not take 
the regular road. At last we thought 
that we would sltop to take lunch, and 
all halted by a Utile brook. There 
were two little children who were sit- 
ting down by a tree not very far 
away. They watched us eat with great 
curiosity. We did not have much of 
a lunch — ^boOed eggs, rice biscuits, sand- 
wiches, apollinaris and beer. We were 



48 



Digitized by 



Google 



a joDy party altogether, and had lots 
of fan. There was an especiaUy funny 
old TBngtiah genflemanf aome relation 
of the EIIiotB, I beUeve; also a rather 
stiff yonng lady, highly uninteresting; 
and her brother, about twenty-two 
years, also of rare stupidity. 

Miss E tried to ooaz the small 

children who were watching us to come 
to us, but in Tain; at last she got up 
and began to run after them to their 
terror. They shrieked and ran wildly 
away, their small kimonos floating in 
tiie air behind them. They ran toward 
a litUe clump of bushes on the border 
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of a wood) oat of which suddenly 
came a woman with a small baby on 
her back. She seemed very angry that 
we should torment her darUngs. We 
explained, through one of our jinrickisha 
men, who spoke f airiy good Knglish, 
that we simply wanted to see the chil- 
dren nearer, as we thought them Tery 
sweet and charming. This pacified the 
w<xnan immediately, and she even be* 
came quite friendly; she even brought 
the two children, now calm, to come 
and see us. Th^ looked at us in 
wonderment and roTerence, as if we 
were some extraordinary creatures de- 
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fioended from some Buddhist heaven. 
We now became quite interested in the 
woman, and inquiied where she lived. 
We found that she had a fitUe house 
not far away. We went as far to ask 
her if we ooold visit her house. She 
answered ^*Hai'* immediately, and 
seemed highly enchanted that she 
should have the honor of our visit- 
ing her home. We had finished lunch 
hy this time, and resolved that we 
would walk to the house, while our 
rieksha men smoked their tiny little 
pipes. 
Then off we started, the woman 
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leading the way, while jolly dd Mr. 
Fenwick asked her manj questioDS 
through his guide-book; bat she only 
stared, for I do not think his accent 
was K>f the best Japanese ot his 
grammar quite correct. He was not 
to be discouraged though, and took to 
something easier, and after miilriTig a 
wild excursion through his note^book, 
he .politely asked her, '*If there was 
any place to be seen about this town?" 
Which in Japanese is *^Eono-hen ni 
nanika kembutsu sura monowa ari- 
masen ka.** 
This time she laughed, and must 
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have thought that foreigners had very 
queer minds, as there was no town 
for at least seven miles, as we were 
just about that from Tokio. Still she 
did not answer him, and he gave up 
in despair. 

Soon the house hove in view. It 
was quite large, and had a thatched 
roof. The house, as aU Japanese 
houses, was not built on the ground^ 
but on posts which rest on large flat 
stones, so that if anj severe wind 
comes th^ house will not fall down, 
but wiU rock upon these large stones. 
It is also a precaution against earth- 
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•quakes, which are very frequent in 
Japan. We all took off oar ahoee, as 
is customary before entering houses in 
Japan, for the faig dogs cl the Japa- 
nese would spoil the delicate soft green- 
ish-white matting, which is the coYer- 
ing for each floor. 

The house was very neat, and flow- 
ers were seen here and there, taste- 
fully arranged in Tases. The w<Hnan 
was fairly well off, we could see, and 
had some very pretty little things. 
There was a little Daikoku sitting on 
a red lacquered stool, which was par- 
ticularly captivating; there were flow- 
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era arranged about him— about his lit- 
tle tsA pereoUf smiling good-naturedlj. 
Daikoku is the god at wealth, and al- 
most all Japanese families keep a little 
statue or picture of him, and reYerence 
him a great deaL There was a panel 
with Fuji-yama painted on it» which 
was also very pretty. 

Our hospitable hostess made us un- 
derstand that she was going to give 
us some tea. It was quite a long 
time before we understood what she 
meant; but at last she kept on re- 
peating "cha" and *'cha** again. Mr. 
Fenwick hunted in his guide-book and 
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radiantly told xm that it was **tea!'' 
Then he said ^^Hai," and before we 
oould say anything, she was off to 
get green tea, without either cream or 
sugar. She soon appeared again bear- 
ing seven cups on a little tray of black 
lacquer, or at least imitation lacquer. 
The wicked Mr. Fenwick chuckled at 
the mischief he had done, as he knew 
n<me of us would have the heart to 
refuse flie tea that our smiling hostess 
had brought. SJte thought that it was 
a treat she was giving us, and would 
be surprised and pained if we should 
refuse it, of course. 
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But we all drank it down in a gnilp> 
as if it was the sweetest drink imag- 
inable, though she must have thought 
Europeans were very gluttonous, to 
swallow it down in such manner, in- 
stead of daintily sipping it as her 
countrywomen do. After the tea 
she entertained the ladies by ex- 
hibiting her kimonos and quilts; her 
finest, of course. 

We learned that she kept boarders 
overnight — those that passed on the 
road, traveling to some other place; 
but she had nobody at present, and 
her house was quite empty. 
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Then oame an ideal We oould paaB 
flie night there, and resame our jin- 
rickiflha voyage in the momingl The 
house was empty, and consequently 
there was lots of room. But how tell 
her? 

We decided that some one should go 
and bring Toko, the ricksha manf who 
oould speak English, to oome and pro- 
pose this to the mistress of the house. 
Accordingly I set out to get him, and 
in a short time returned. Toko pulling 
me in his jinrickisha. 

He told her our intention, which she 
receiTed with exclamations of happi- 
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tliat we, the ^'honorahle fordgn- 
ers,*' ^^would deign to slop oyemight in 
her hnmble home." Proviflion was aim 
made for oar oooHee, who were to 
deep in a little oathooee, rather old 
and Inxiken down, bat stQl good enoagh. 
Oar entertaining hogtess now an-> 
noonced that her two little girla were 
gonig to give as a littte amusement. 
We were certainly having ^a delightfol 
erening, one of my most delightfol 
erenings in Japan. From ttie open 
blinds we ooold see the son settings 
ttie slqr was a beaatifal golden red^ 
specked witfa Httle Uuish doiids, and 
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two little birdB were flying around and 
twittering in the sky. Then noiaeleaBly 
the sun sank down to rest, and the 
golden red faded into pink, then pale 
yellow, and then the sky became again 
a mantle of darkish blue, and the two 
little birds went to their nest. None 
of us spoke, so beautiful was this 
scene, till our hostess's merry voice 
broke the silence, announcing that 
the performance was to begin. She 
brought with her two wood and paper 
lamps, which she set down on tibe 
floor about ten feet apart After her 
came in two little bodies, which. 
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through their paint, we leoognized aa 
the two little girls of the afternoon. 
They looked different indeed. Instead 
of the simple little gray and brown 
kimonos which we first saw them in, 
they were gaudily attired in light blue 
with lozenge patterns — flowers and birds 
all over their little kimonos. They wore 
sashes of bright red, and their faces 
were painted and powdered like veri- 
taUe httle coquettes, yet they were 
rather shy, which did not go at all 
with their appearance. They began a 
song, which lasted about fifteen min- 
utes. It was not at all the voices 
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which you liear bom Qeiakem and pro- 
faaaioQal ongen, aad it was mudk 
moie pleaning to the ear, m it was 
neither strained nor nasal. Their Toioea» 
indeed, wero very sweet and soft and 
low; they did not get excited and 
begin to make gestiu^ and jump 
around, bat kept motionless, standing 
with their litUe hands hidden in their 
alaeves. 

When the song was oyer, they gave 
,a sort of little pantomime, dapping 
their hands and stamping their feet, 
and twirling around. The two funny 
little bodies bc^gan twisting themselves 
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aromid in most etrtraoidiiiAry shapes, 
and afforded as a oonaiderable amount 
of amusement. But the young, unin- 
teresting lady seemed perf ectty serious, 
and was jotting down things in her 
noto-book; her brother, however, lost 
a little of his dignity, to our great 
surprise. He actually even made quits 
a bright remark, to our stOl greater 
surprise. Suddenly our two Httle en- 
tertainers dropped to their knees, and 
touched their flower - bedecked little 
heads to the ground, and, getting up, 
quietly g^ded out of the room. We 
cbtpped them yigoroudy, and their 
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popoud mother followed tfaem o«it of 
the room, only to Appear again to 
show us our rooms, which were four 
in an. I had one wifli my friend, 
Miss Elliot with her mother, and Mr. 
Fenwiok with the uninteresting yomig 
gentleman, and flie uninteresting lady 
had a room to herself. She requested, 
from her guide-book, to the landlady, 
that she wished four under-quilts to 
deep on, while we contented ourselTes 
(excepting Mrs. Elliot) with two, though 
we all lived to regret it, as the next 
morning we had the most violent 
pains in our shoulders. The night 
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was very warm^ bo I slept with 1117 
paper blinds open. 

It was a beaatiful night. I oould 
see the moon shining down upon the 
rather large garden outside of my win- 
dowy or rather of my paper blinds 
thrown open. Everything looked so ^i- 
chanting outside that I really oould not 
get to sleep. I hated to dose my 
eyes on this lovely and quiet scene, 
and I at last succumbed to the tempta- 
tion to go out in the garden^ so put- 
ting on a rather worn kimono which 
Z found in the room, I quietly slipped 
out, and took a little fifteen-minute 
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walk aroand about the bouse. Hmd^ 
returning, I again got into my quiUsy 
and dept tiie deep of tbe just 

I BMoke early in the morning to 
bear the laughter of flie little childxen 
of flie bouse, who were amusing them- 
selves with their younger brother, out 
in the garden, immediately outside my 
window. They were at a well with a 
Ktde wooden bucket in their bands. 
They were sending it down and bring- 
mg it up again full of water. Then 
they would dump the water in again 
and begin the same over again. They 
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heft this up for aome tims, and 
Hbrny had iniahed I saw them torn to- 
waid me. They saw mj bttnds wern 
epen, and adTanoed nearer. I made 
helieve to he adeep. Then the HtOe 
mqoigitiye bodieB weie assoied, as tiiey 
thomghft I lealy waa. The eldest spoka 
m a wfaiqwr to ttie two othen; the% 
leavings them at some distaaee, she 
clambered up the Itttie piaan wfaicdi 
sunmmded the hoose, and oame to- 
ward nqr wmdow. linst she gave a 
long lodt IB, and then^ thniiring 1 
was asleep^ flhe adyanoed in my room. 
I waa in perpetual fear that my friend^ 
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fvoiild 9swakB and tkerelqr firig^ten tiie 
fittte Tudtor away. He did not awake» 
bui he soddeDiy tamed around, which 
«et MiflB Inqnisitiye flying oflE, leaping 
off piana and a&i and faDiag in a 
heap on the gnun. The other little 
girl ran to her help, but the baby 
brother aat down, «r rather tumbled 
down, on the gcaflB, and smilingly ob- 
aenred the prooeedings. 

It was time that I ahoold dmas, so 
I got up and closed the shutters. Uj 
friend was also awake by this time, aad 
after having performed our ablutioBS, wt 
were in a short tia» out of our room. 



68 



Digitized by 



Google 



In IfiBB tliaa twenty-fire minutee 
eTerybody was out and ready to de- 
part We 'did not eat mncih breakfaati 
except rioe and peaches, which oar 
hostess provided. We bid her ^'sayo- 
nara»** and paying her her money, to 
which we added a few yen, we rolled 
off in oar koramafl^ to resome our 
joomey. 
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CHAPTER V 

TSB next afternoon, when wo ar- 
imsd haoMf a pleasant aiirpriae was 
awaiting ii«. As soon as we entered 
our little house we found Hiat m j 
friend's dear friend. Jack Gtorvaise, 
was inside waiting for us. We hur- 
ried into the next room, where we 
fond him reading a novel. After hav- 
ing exchanged salutations with my 
friend, he was introduced to me. He 
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WBB a diarming fellow, and was alao 
▼ery handsonne. He had a small Uonde 
mustache and very light blonde hair. 
We spent the whole evening in inter- 
esting oonversation. The next night 
we all went to see the Japanese the- 
ater> to see Danjuro, Japan's greatest 
actor. We were all settled in the tiie- 
ater when the play began. In came 
the actors, down the polished, flowerj 
waj-^a sort of long platform which 
serves as an exit and entrance for 
them. The costumes of the actors 
were something magnificent. Danjnro, 
in this plaj, took the part of a 



71 



Digitized by 



Google 



waman, as women are not allowed 
to play in Ji^ian on ttie stage, 
except one actress, a Madam Tone 
Nachi, who plays in a ttieater with 
women only. Danjnro^s make-up was 
simply wonderfol. It was impossible 
for one to teD him from a woman; 
his face was painted white and then 
rouged; his eyebrows were ezquisatdy 
aiched, and his mouth was exceedingly 
small, and was TenniDion red, with a 
dash of gold across his dun. The 
scene of Ihe play was laid in the 
Toehiwara, and, of course, we did not 
understand a word of il 
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' At last the play ended, and the 
aetors again paraded oat on Ihe ^^Flow- 
ery Way." We all had enjoyed it very 
mach, and were really sorry when it 
was over. The audience had heen also 
an amusementi whole famOieB dressed 
in their best, looking on wilh eyery 
emotion portrayed in their faces; and 
in between the acts almost everybody 
was seen smoking their tiny pipes, 
which only hold about fliree pulEs, 
and whidi also they are constantly 
refining. 

We had a most delightful walk home 
—my friend, ICr. Gervaase and I. It 
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was a moonliglit mght, dear and still 
—one of ihoee 'beautiful Jtme nights 
^hen tone would like to stay out all 
nig^t But, alast we eoon arrived 
home, and in a few minutes were too 
deep7 to be sentimentally inclined. 

Two days after I left Tokyo to yisifc 
Nagoya, Yokohama and Nagasaki, 
which were all very delightful. Na- 
goya was eztif^mely ^interesting on ac- 
count of the old palace-casUe which is 
there. This ^Id structure is something 
wonderful, and I spent hours in it. 
' Some of the waUs have most re- 
markable frescoes on them, which are 
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rery, rerj old. I hmve ae^^^er 
friMOo work in Japan, except this, and 
I believe it it the onlj piece of any 
oonaeqnence in the whole coontiy. 
Nagasaki was also charming. The 
scenery around the Inland Sea is 
beautiful beyond desGriptian. 

Qirls in bright aAtire, with brilliant 
hercfaiefB on their heads, stroll the 
streets of Nagasaki with samisens in 
their hands every night. Thqr sing 
and tell funny stories or ghost stories, 
and usually they attract great crowds. 
The Oeishas of Nagasaki are latiier 
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I did not like Yokohama quite so 
muoli, thoag^i tfaeve is no doubt that 
it is a k>Tel^ atj^ and has manj 
dianning spots. But I leally was fgLsA 
to return to old Tokyo, of which I have 
grown reaUy fond. 

A most astounding piece of news 
awaited my arrivaL As soon as I was 
home again my friend cahnly told jpam 
that Jack Gervaise was engaged to be 
married to Miss Mabel JEDiotl 

''Whatr I exclaimed. '^Engaged 
after a monlh and a halTs acquaint* 

Bat I fomid tiiat tiicgr had known 
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each other for 'yean in old Wnglanil, 
and fhat moat hare been ICr. Gtor* 
▼aJse's leaaoa for ooming to Japan. 

They were married in Paris two 
montha after, and I am sorry to say 
tiiat I was not at the wedding, as by 
that time I was again in New York. 

And now, when I sit by my fire- 
side in the erenings, I often fall asleep 
and dream of that far-away land — ^that 
enchanting land of the rising snn — 
that land of tiie ohrysanthemmn— that 
land which will always be a sweet 
memory to me. That land of Japan! 

So then, ''Sayonara.*' 
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